1. Approved development
The development must be carried out in accordance with the attached approved plans and the particulars and statements submitted with the Development Application (including the Statement of Environmental Effects prepared by Geolyse dated February 2018) and subject to the following conditions.

2. Consent expiry
This consent shall expire if the development hereby permitted is not commenced within five years of the date of consent.

3. Stormwater Management Plan
(a) Prior to the commencement of construction the applicant shall provide to Council for endorsement a Stormwater Management Plan that details:
(i) A design for the collection, conveyance, storage and discharge of stormwater across the site.
(b) Once endorsed the Stormwater Management Plan becomes part of the consent.

4. Soil and Water Management Plan
(a) Prior to the commencement of construction the applicant shall provide to Council for endorsement a Soil and Water Management Plan that as a minimum addresses:
(i) Details of earthworks.
(ii) At all times, in all locations, the area of ground disturbance will be limited to that which is the smallest possible footprint that is practicably possible.
(iii) Erosion and sediment controls will be suitably maintained, including regular monitoring to ensure the measures and controls in place are effective.
(iv) Immediate stabilisation of worked sections complemented by progressive rehabilitation.
(v) Erosion and sediment control measures only to be removed once the area is successfully rehabilitated.
(b) Once endorsed the Soil and Water Management Plan becomes part of the consent.

5. Construction Environmental  Management Plan
(a) Prior to the commencement of construction the applicant shall provide to Council for endorsement a Construction Environmental  Management Plan that as a minimum addresses:
(i) Document the environmental procedures and controls that would be implemented throughout construction, including detail on how neighbours would be kept informed about the construction program and how any complaint would be received, resolved and reported.
(ii) Describe the role, responsibility, authority and accountability of all key personnel involved in construction and detail all monitoring that would be undertaken.
(iii) Comprise various sub-plans detailing the specific mitigation measures that would be implemented to avoid and manage potential environmental impacts relating to traffic management, biodiversity, Aboriginal heritage, soil and water protection, dust, noise and vibration, waste management and bushfire prevention.
(b) Once endorsed the Construction Environmental Management Plan becomes part of the consent.

6. Operations Management Plan
(a) Prior to commissioning the solar farm the applicant shall provide to Council for endorsement an Operations Management Plan that as a minimum addresses:
(i) Details of procedures, reporting, and the allocation of responsibilities designed to minimise environmental impacts.
(ii) Various sub-plans detailing the specific mitigation measures that would be implemented to avoid and manage potential environmental impacts and minimise risks.
These would include plans covering land management (specifically relating to fuel loads and noxious weeds) and emergency preparedness.
(b) Once endorsed the Operations Management Plan becomes part of the consent.

7. Landscape Plan
(a) Prior to the commencement of construction the applicant shall provide to Council for endorsement an overall Landscape Plan for the site that addresses:
(i) Landscaping around the perimeter of the site designed so that in time will provide a visual screen to the development from adjoining and public land.
(ii) A healthy, self-sustaining, noxious weed free groundcover to be established over the solar farm that does not create a fuel hazard.
(iii) A maintenance regime.
(b) Once endorsed the Landscape Plan becomes part of the consent.
(c) The landscaping proposed in the Landscape Plan is to be implemented prior to the commissioning of the solar farm.

8. Traffic Management Plan
(a) Prior to the commencement of construction the applicant shall provide to Council for endorsement a Traffic Management Plan that as a minimum addresses:
(i) Temporary traffic controls, including signage.
(ii) Notifying the local community about project-related traffic.
(iii) Scheduling of haulage vehicle movements to minimise convoy lengths or platoons.
(iv) All vehicles are to be loaded and unloaded on-site and enter and leave the site in a forward direction.
(v) A driver’s code of conduct that addresses travelling speeds; procedures to ensure that drivers adhere to the designated transport routes; and procedures to ensure that drivers implement safe driving practices.
(vi) Ensuring there is sufficient parking on-site for all vehicles and no parking occurs on the public road network.
(b) Once endorsed the Traffic Management Plan becomes part of the consent.

9. Emergency Response Plan
(a) Prior to the commencement of operations an Emergency Response Plan will be prepared in consultation with RFS and/or Fire & Rescue NSW. This plan will identify the procedures that would be implemented if there is a fire on site or in the vicinity of the site.

10. Decommissioning Management Plan
(a) At least 12 months prior to the solar farm ceasing to operate, the applicant shall provide to
Council for endorsement a Decommissioning Management Plan that includes but is not limited
to:
(i) Disconnecting the solar farm from the Essential Energy (or its successor) network.
(ii) All infrastructure to be removed including modules, piles, racking system, underground
cables (where possible) and the site control room and facilities.
(iii) All removed infrastructure to be recycled off-site where possible.
(iv) Once all infrastructure is removed, the ground is then to be worked, stabilised and
returned to agricultural use.
(b) Once endorsed the Decommissioning Management Plan becomes part of the consent.

11. Noise and vibration
(a) Limiting noise generating construction activities to standard construction hours except where an acceptable acoustic solution can be identified to minimise adverse amenity impacts on the nearest sensitive receivers.
(b) Consultation with the nearest sensitive receivers throughout the construction process to inform them on the duration and timing of potentially noisy activities.
(c) All mobile plant and equipment to use broad-band reversing alarms.
(d) Where there is a choice in the type of machines that performs the same function, the machine that generates the least noise is to be selected.
(e) Operate plant in a quiet and efficient manner.
(f) Reduce throttle setting and/or turn off equipment when not in use.
(g) Regularly inspect and maintain equipment to ensure it is in good working order (including mufflers on vehicles and machinery).
(h) Equipment and plant would be operated and maintained in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions including replacement of engine covers, repair of defective silencing equipment, tightening rattling components, and repair of leakages in compressed air lines.
(i) As part of a general induction, all new employees and contractors to be informed of noise management measures, construction hours, the location of sensitive receptors and the protocol for handling any complaint.
(j) In the event that a complaint being received the source is to be immediately investigated and measures implemented to avoid recurrence. Any complaint received is to be documented.
(k) In the event that a complaint cannot be resolved, noise monitoring is to be undertaken with either attended or un-attended loggers. Precisely how the monitoring would be performed, where, for how long, and with what sort of equipment, is to be determined on a case by case basis. The justification for the monitoring regime undertaken is to be documented and the results made available to Council upon request.

12. Aboriginal cultural heritage
(a) In the event that Aboriginal cultural heritage sites are discovered, work around the discovered site  is to immediately cease and archaeological advice sought.
(b) In the event that known or suspected human remains (generally in skeletal form) are encountered during construction, the following procedure is to be followed immediately:
(i) All work in the immediate vicinity is to cease and the find immediately reported to the
Site Manager or other nominated senior staff member.
(ii) The Site Manager or other nominated senior staff member will promptly notify the police and the state coroner (as required for all human remains discoveries).
(iii) The Site Manager or other nominated senior staff member will contact the NSW Office of Environment and Heritage for advice on identification of the human remains.
(iv) If it is determined that the human remains are Aboriginal ancestral remains, the Local
Aboriginal Land Council is to be contacted by the Site Manager or other nominated senior staff member and consultative arrangements to be made to discuss ongoing care of the remains.
(v) If it is determined that the human remains are not Aboriginal ancestral remains, further investigation by the Site Manager or other nominated senior staff member is be conducted to determine if the remains represent a historical grave or if police involvement is required.

13. European heritage 
(a) Prior to their removal a photographic archival record of the concrete structures on site is to be compiled and submitted to Council.
(b) Should any object or item of historic heritage be uncovered during construction, work in that area will cease and the item cordoned off. A qualified heritage specialist is to attend the site to determine the nature of the find and determine the required course of action; including consultation with Council.

14. Biodiversity
(a) No trees other than those on land within the solar farm area as contemplated in the Statement of Environmental Effects are to be removed. 
(b) Direct biodiversity impacts are to be avoided through implementation of the following measures:
(i) Location of the project in a largely cleared area.
(ii) Exclusion of patches of Western Grey Box Woodland at the north-west and south-east boundaries from the footprint of the solar farm.
(iii) Retention of trees in Bullecourt Road and Whitehead Street when connecting to the
zone sub-station.
(c) Direct biodiversity impacts to be minimised through implementation of the following measures:
(i) Trenching in Bullecourt Road and Whitehead Street to avoid the winter breeding season of Sloane’s Froglet.
(ii) If works cannot avoid the winter breeding season of Sloane’s Froglet, a pre‐clearance survey is to be completed by a suitably qualified ecologist, with any frogs moved into suitable habitat adjacent to the works area. Prior to the pre‐clearance survey, grasses are to be slashed to a minimum height of 20cm to enable frogs to be readily detected.
(iii) Conducting any clearing of hollow-bearing trees outside of winter when any juvenile birds present in nests and microbats in torpor would experience higher rates of mortality and injury.
(iv) Implementing a three-stage clearing protocol whereby hollow-bearing trees are:
• disturbed/tapped by machinery 24 hours prior to felling to allow fauna to self relocate;
• felling the trees the following day; and
• leaving felled trees in situ for at least 24 hours prior to allow any fauna present to self relocate.
(d) Indirect biodiversity impacts are to be mitigated through implementation of the following measures:
(i) Backfilling and stabilisation immediately following installation of the Corowa Grid
Connection trench.
(ii) Selection of a native or non-invasive cover crop for the Corowa Solar Farm to minimise the potential for weed invasion into retained native vegetation (i.e. Grey Box Woodland and DNG).

15. Bush fire prevention
(a) Prior to construction commencing contact is to be made with the Local Brigade of the RFS and details about the construction schedule, contact numbers and site access arrangements are to be shared.
(b) Static Water Supplies dedicated exclusively for firefighting purposes are to be located strategically around the site and appropriately plumbed for the duration of construction or as otherwise agreed in consultation with the Local Brigade of the RFS. 
(c) The fuel load over the site prior to and during construction is to be monitored and reduction measures implemented as required.
(d) No burning of vegetation or any waste material is to take place on the construction site.
(e) Fire extinguishers are to be available in all vehicles.
(f) During bushfire season all vehicle and plant movements beyond formed roads and trafficable hardstand areas are to be restricted to diesel, electric or otherwise, not petrol vehicles.
(g) During the bushfire season the fire danger status is to be monitored daily (through the RFS website http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au ) and communicated to personnel as required (i.e. on high bush fire risk days).
(h) Total Fire Ban rules will be adhered to in that the operator will not:
(i) (In any grass, crop or stubble land) drive or use any motorised machine unless the machine is constructed so that any heated areas will not come into contact with combustible matter; or
(ii) Carry out Hot Works (e.g. welding operations or use an angle grinder or any other implement that is likely to generate sparks), unless the necessary exemption from the NSW RFS Commissioner has been obtained and work complies with all requirements specified in the exemption.
(i) Any fuel or flammable liquid be stored on-site will be in a designated area and will be sign posted.
(j) A register will be maintained that confirms the quantities and location of any flammable material stored on-site.

16. Air quality
(a) Limit the area of soil disturbance at any one time.
(b) Maintain all disturbed areas, stockpiles and handling areas in a manner that minimises dust emissions (including windblown, traffic-generated or equipment generated emissions).
(c) Where required, undertake strategic watering to achieve dust suppression.
(d) Where required, minimise vehicle movement and speed.
(e) Avoid dust generating activities during windy and dry conditions.
(f) Ensure all construction plant and equipment are operated and maintained to manufacturer’s specifications in order to minimise exhaust emissions.
(g) If necessary, temporary cessation of works resulting in dust raising during excessively dry and windy conditions.

17. Waste management
(a) The work site is to be kept free of rubbish and cleaned up at the end of each working day.
(b) All waste that cannot be recycled is to be disposed at a legally operating waste facility.
(c) No waste is to be burnt or buried on-site.
(d) All opportunities for recycling are to be implemented.
(e) All waste is to be classified in accordance with the EPA’s Waste Classification Guidelines and stored and handled in accordance with its classification.

18. Fuel and chemical management
(a) Storage, handling and use of any potentially hazardous materials will be in accordance with the WorkCover NSW Storage and Handling of Dangerous Goods – Code of Practice (2005).
(b) Activities with the potential for spills (e.g. refuelling) is not to be undertaken adjacent any existing drainage line or dam and a suitable spill response and containment kit will be available on site whenever and wherever this type of higher risk activity is undertaken.


19. Incident management
(a) Procedures to be established for recording and reporting any incident that causes or has the potential to cause material harm to the environment.

20. Induction 
(a) All contractors undertaking any works on-site will are to be inducted on the requirements of the
Construction Management Plan and their specific responsibilities before commencing works.

21. Community consultation
(a) Neighbours are to be kept informed of any activity on the site as necessary.
(b) A procedure to be established for receiving, investigating and reporting any complaint received.

22. Santos Road extension
(a) The extension of Santos Road to the site entrance is to be constructed in accordance with
Council’s standards and at the applicant’s expense.

23. Upgrading
(a) Prior to carrying out any upgrades, the applicant is to provide revised layout plans of the development to Council.
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Reasons for conditions

The above conditions have been imposed:
(a) To ensure compliance with the provisions of the applicable environmental planning instruments;
(b) Having regard to Council’s duties of consideration under Section 4.15 of the Environmental
Planning and Assessment Act 1979, as well as Section 4.17 which authorises the imposing of the consent conditions; and
(c) to protect the amenity, safety and environmental quality of the locality
